
HAVE A PLAN

How will you determine when you should suspend church
activities if that becomes necessary?
How will you communicate that information with your
congregants, including when services resume?
How will you communicate with outside groups who may
use your site?
If your services are suspended, how will you provide
worship opportunities?
Do you have the capability to live stream on Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter via periscope?
Do you have the capability to record and post sermons on
your web site? 

Make sure the church has been properly cleaned and
sanitized.
Provide an ample supply of hand sanitizers in strategic
locations around the church.
Consider not passing offering baskets. 
Avoid using bulletins for the first few weeks by talking
through the service as you go or projecting the order of
worship.
Use prefilled, individually packaged communion supplies.

Work with church staff and/or leadership to develop a
plan in the event of a widespread outbreak in Florida: 
 

 
When it becomes safe to gather again here are things to
consider:
 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Stay home when you are sick.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then
throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects
and surfaces using a regular household cleaning
spray or wipe.
Follow CDC's recommendations for using a
facemask.

CDC does not recommend that people who
are well wear a facemask to protect
themselves from respiratory diseases,
including COVID-19.
Facemasks should be used by people who
show symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent
the spread of the disease to  others. 

Wash your hands often with soap and water for
at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the
bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are not readily available, use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least
60% alcohol.

The following information is from the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) 

 
There is currently no vaccine to prevent
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The best
way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to
this virus. However, as a reminder, CDC always
recommends everyday preventive actions to help
prevent the spread of respiratory diseases,
including:
 

PREPARING 
FOR A

PANDEMIC

WHAT TO KNOW,
PLAN FOR, AND
HOW TO STAY

SAFE.

PREVENTION

In light of concerns
over the spread of
coronavirus in the
U.S., and specifically
Florida, the Florida
Conference offers this
pamphlet to assist you
and your churches
with the most current
information.
 
Let's each do our part
to stay healthy and
safe.

Immediately contact your local county health
department upon developing symptoms, before visiting
a doctor.
Individuals can be evaluated at any local hospital. 

If you come into contact with an individual who has
recently traveled to an area that the CDC has issued a level
2 or level 3 travel health notice such as China, Italy, South
Korea, and Japan, there are protocols in place:

ANY local hospital is equipped to handle COVID-19.
Testing will be conducted in Jacksonville, Miami or
Tampa.

TRAVEL 



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).  
Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.

People are thought to be most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the sickest).
Some spread might be possible before people show symptoms; there have been reports of this
occurring with this new coronavirus, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

What you need to know 
Current understanding about how the virus that causes coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
spreads is largely based on what is known about similar coronaviruses. COVID-19 is a new disease
and there is more to learn about how it spreads, the severity of illness it causes, and to what extent
it may spread in the United States.  
 
Person-to-person spread
The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.

These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into
the lungs.
 
Spread from contact with infected surfaces or objects
It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus
on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be
the main way the virus spreads.
 
Can someone spread the virus without being sick?

 
How easily does the virus spread?
Virus spreads from person-to-person can vary; some viruses are highly contagious (spread easily), like
measles, while other viruses do not spread as easily. Another factor is whether the spread is
sustained.
 
The virus that causes COVID-19 seems to be spreading easily and sustainably in the community
(“community spread”) in some affected geographic areas. Community spread means people have
been infected with the virus in an area, including some who are not sure how or where they became
infected.

In light of the concerns
over the spread of the
coronavirus in the US
and, specifically, Florida,
the Florida Conference
offers the following
information to assist
you and your churches
with the most current
information. As we each
do our part to stay
healthy.

Resources
Coronavirus-concerns-workplace CDC for
Schools, but would apply to places of
worship: 

Simple checklists: 

Florida Health Department: 

 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-
interventions/school/administrators-
childcare-k-12-schools.html
 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/cleaning.h
tm 
 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-
interventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklist-
childcare-program-administrators-
item3.pdf
 
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-
interventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklist-k-12-
school-administrators-item2.pdf
 
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-
interventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklist-event-
planners-item4.pdf
 
https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceutical-
interventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklist-
workplace-administrators-item1.pdf
 

 
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-
and-conditions/2019-nCoV/index.html

      
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-
and-conditions/index.html

 

The information in this PDF has been compiled from the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Florirda Department
of Health and in collaboration with the Ministry Protection
Department of the Florida Conference.


